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him the basis of an unquestionable creed, which
could be applied to all things.
Of his own courage and energy there was no
doubt, He ignored danger to himself and strove
only for efficiency. In the battle of Izarduy a
particularly daring feat was noticed by Berenguer
and earned him his first promotion to the rank of
first lieutenant. Later the High Command
recognised the value of his sendee and by the
time he was twenty-three Franco was a captain.
By the end of 1915, of forty-two original officers
of the Regulares, only seven remained unwounded,
and Franco was among them. His youth and
determination, Ms actual achievements in the field,
had already led him to be regarded as something
of a phenomenon in the Spanish army of that time,
Now his men and fellow-officers began to say that
he bore a charmed life. But immunity from bullets
was too much to expect even from such flesh as
this. In June, 1916, during operations against the
Anghera tribe, the Regnlares were attacking the
town of Buit, and Franco, in the forefront of the
action, received a bullet in the stomach. The
wound was so serious, that he was not expected to
live. He could not be moved from Buit and thither
came Ms parents. But instead of mourning by a
deathbed, they were able eventually to accompany
a convalescent home to Spain,
When Captain Franco was better, the pain he
had suffered from his wouad seemed as nothing